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Jude (December 1) 
 

Reading Jude 

The bull gored the earth with his horns and pawed the dust. The rider’s presence infuriated him, but he could not 

drive the rider away. Though weary of the chase, the bull continued to snort and bellow, blowing froth from the 

corners of his mouth. He could not understand that the herdsman was simply there to check on the cattle and learn 

how the calves were doing. 

 

Jude warns his fellow Christians that false teachers behave like unreasoning animals. They are instinctively driven to 

what is wrong and destructive. Jude uses numerous examples from the Old Testament, Jewish literature, and the 

prophecies of the apostles to illustrate his warning. He admonishes his readers to rescue those entrapped by the 

ungodly. 

 

Author and Date  

The author identifies himself as Jude, which is another form of the Hebrew name Judah (Greek Judas), a common 

name among the Jews. Of those so named in the New Testament, the ones most likely to be the author of this letter 

are Judas the apostle (not Judas Iscariot) and Judas the brother of the Lord. The latter is more likely. For example, 

the author does not claim to be an apostle and even seems to separate himself from the apostles. Furthermore, he 

describes himself as a “brother of James.” Ordinarily a person in Jude’s day would describe himself as someone’s 

son rather than as someone’s brother. The reason for the exception here may have been James’ prominence in the 

church at Jerusalem. 

 

There is nothing in the letter that requires a date beyond the lifetime of Jude the brother of the Lord. There is, 

moreover, nothing in the letter that requires a date after the time of the apostles. The question of the relationship 

between Jude and 2 Peter has a bearing on the date of Jude. If 2 Peter makes use of Jude – a commonly accepted 

view – then Jude is to be dated prior to 2 Peter, probably AD 65. Otherwise, a date as late as AD 80 would be 

possible. 

 

Recipients 

The description of those to whom Jude addressed his letter is very general. It could apply to Jewish Christians, 

Gentile Christians, or both. Their location is not indicated. 

 

Occasion and Purpose 

Although Jude was very eager to write to his readers about salvation, he felt that he must instead warn them about 

certain immoral men circulating among them who were perverting the grace of God. Apparently these false teachers 

were trying to convince believers that being saved by grace gave them license to sin since their sins would no longer 

be held against them. Jude thought it imperative that his readers be on guard against such men and be prepared to 

oppose their perverted teaching with the truth about God’s saving grace. It has generally been assumed that these 

false teachers were Gnostics. 

 

Blessings for Readers 

This short letter is easy to overlook. Yet it contains important instruction that has always applied to Christians: false 

teachers are a constant threat. Jude will help you distinguish between false teachers, who are doomed to destruction, 

and wounded believers who are struggling with doubt and need fellow Christians to encourage them. 

 

 

 

 


